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The Balochistan
Right to Information
Act, 2021 was enacted
in February 2021 and,
subsequently, ratified
by the Governor of
Balochistan on 15
February 2021 to
ensure transparency
and accountability of
the public officials in
matters of public
importance. Under the
law, citizens can seek
information from
piovinelal
departments, who are
bound to provide the
information within 15
working days. The
-implementation of the
Act has remained
challenging since its
commencement.

Meanwhile,
under the section 18 of
the Act, Balochistan
government shall
establish an
I'nformation
Commission by
appointing four
Information
Commissioners within
120 days of the
commencement of the
Act. This Commission
would "be an
independent statutory
body, which shall be
responsible to deal with

training of government
officials and undertake
awareness raising for
citizens regarding RTI
law and its importance.

The Act, under
section 6, also bounds
the government to
designate and notify

Public Information
Officers (PIOs) in all
administrative &
attached departments.
Sadly, with the passage
of 410 days, the
Balochistan
government has failed
toestablish  a
Commission nor has
designated and notified
PIOs in any department.
These PIOs would be
responsible to provide
the requestied

chI for effective Implementation
of Balochistan RTI Law

I n formation
Commission shall have

to degide these
complaints.
Without the

appellate body and
designation of P1Os, the
Act is toothless and
dysfunctional and,

hence, the people’s right
to information is denied.
The provincial
departments do not
share the requested
information and citizens
are unable to lodge
complaints in absence of
the Balochistan
ILnformation
Commission (BIC). This
depicts that the intention
of the Balochistan
government is not
sincere to improve

The Coalition
on Right to Information &
(CRTI) held a meeting
pertaining to the
aforementioned
situation in which Mr.
Mukhtar Ahmed Al;,
Executive Director
(ED) Centre for Peace

and Development
Initiatives (CPDI), Dr.
Raza Ali Gardezi RTI
Activist, Mr. Owais
Aslam from Pakistan
Press Foundation
(PPF), Shumaila
Shahani from BoloBhi,
Salam Khan from Salar
Foundation and Junaid
Khan from Peace
Education Foundation
presented the charter of
demands:

1. Immediately

complaints, conduct informationand incase transparency and establish Balochistan

hearings, issue of delay or denial, the accountability in the Information

summons, conduct Balochistan province. Commission in
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accordance with
Scection 18 of the
Balochistan Right to
Information Act, 2021.

2. Take
appropriate steps to
draft. approve and
notify the service rules
for Balochistan
Information
Commission.

3. Instruct
public bodies to
implement Section 5 of
the Balochistan RTI law
pertaining to proactive

disclosure O 1
information through
web sites and provide
funds
public bodies in this

Nneecessary Lo

.regard.

4. Ensure that
Public Information
Officers (PIOs) are

designated and notified
in all public bodies as
required by Section 6 of
the law and ensure that
their contact details are
easily accessible
through notice-boards.
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publications. Public
Information Officers
(P1Os) should also be
designated by post and
not by name, to ensure
continuity in
retirement. transfer or
deathofa PIO.

5. Take steps to
ensure indexation and
computerization of
records in all public
bodies and allocate
requisite funds in the
budget for public bodies

case of

for this purpose. A

6. Allocate
adequate tunds for
Commuission so that 1t
could effectively
perform its statutory
responsibilities in terms
of public awareness and
capacity building of
P10Os.

7. Take steps to
digitize records and
facilitate citizens’
access to record and

information through
online platform.

BHC declares SSGC charges null & void

A bench of the
Balochistan High Court
comprising Chief
Justice Justice Naeem
Akhtar Afghan and
Justice Justice Rozi
Khan Barech SSGC
OTHER CHARGES to
consumers declared
null and void.

He said that the
ridiculous charges are
in conflict with Articles
4, 5 and 13 of the
Constitution. The court
passed the order while
hearing the
constitutional petition
filed by jurist Advocate
Syed Nazir Agha,
Advocate  Sultana
Sarwat and Advocate
Farzana Khilji, SSGC
Lawyer, Advocate
Kahsif Hanif and
OGRA representative
Advocate Syed Jaffar
Baqri and Advocate
Mehrullah Murree and
others appeared before

the court.

The court. in its
judgment, quashed the
OTHER CHARGES on
behalf of Sui Southern

Gas Company and said
that the mock charges
were levied on Articles

4 and 5 of the
Constitution. 13 are
filed on behalf of the
petitioners The
constitutional petition
contended that on
December 23, 2021, a
two-member bench of
the apex court declared

the PUG / Slow meter
charges sent to
consumers by Sui
Southern Gas Company
against the law and null

and void, “sending
OTHER CHARGES in
the gas bills of January
2022 and February
2022." he said, adding
that the OTHER
CHARGES are in
violation of Article 4, 5
and Article 13 of the
Constitution. The
ridiculous articles
prevent double charges

and double penalties
but the gas company is
still sending new
charges to consumers
which is a violation of
law and basic human
rights, blaming all
consumers. It is not
proper to send PUG /
Slow Meter Charges
and OTHER
CHARGES. The court
may issue orders in this
regard. On which the
court, while delivering
its verdict yesterday,
declared null and void
the OTHER
CHARGES on behalf
of Sui Southern Gas
Company. On this
occasion, Syed Nazir
Agha Advocate said
that the court decision is
a victory of truth and
justice, it will provide
relief to the gas
consumers and they
will be relieved from
the new charges.
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